CHAPTEE VI
npHOMAS COOPER (1759-1841), a graduate of Uni-* versity College, Oxford, and a gentleman of wide learning, followed Priestley to this country. He had been attracted to the scientist in England and was not in sympathy with the oppression that was visited upon Priestley.
Cooper was elected to the professorship of chemistry and mineralogy in Dickinson College, Pa. Very definite religions views, opposed to so-called free thought, were entertained by that institution. A number of the Trustees hesitated to vote for Cooper, but Benjamin Rush, one of them, insisted upon his election. He spent three years as professor of chemistry and mineralogy at Dickinson College. While there he gave to the College the glass used, by the discoverer of oxygen, to focus the sun's rays on "red precipitate," and other apparatus originally owned by Joseph Priestley.
He came to Philadelphia in 1815; and the following year was elected to the Chair of Chemistry and Mineralogy in the University of Pennsylvania, where he taught for four years.
In 1811, he published a paper entitled "An Account of the Decomposition of Potash and the Production of Potassium by Heat." He carried out the work in Priestley's Laboratory at Northumberland.
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